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If you wish to contact your child’s teacher during regular school time, please do so via the home-school communication book, or call the school office on 0208 478 2977. 
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We would like to begin the week focusing on our 
new key text for the Spring Term: The Silver 
Sword.  
 
Here is the title page of our new text:  
Scroll down to Appendix 1A to view a fuller 
version of it.  
 

 
 
Task 1  
 
Study the front cover and observe carefully.  
We would like you to brainstorm: 

- Everything you can see 
- Against everything that you can see, 

how does that make you feel?  
- Is there anything in particular that 

stands out for you? 

Watch the video take notes and do the activities 
provided on the video.  
 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons
/investigating-roman-numerals-up-to-100-
6guk8c?step=2&activity=video 
 
 
Now complete the activity attached at 
Appendix 3 under Monday. 

PSHCE  - Rights and Responsibilities  
Become a Leader… 
 
The staff in Year 6 are absolutely thrilled that this 
opportunity has arisen for our amazing Year 6 pupils, as 
for you, taking part towards and having experience of 
writing an application form is something so key to your 
future and the world of work.  
 
As you will be aware from the advertising in the newsletter 
last week and from your Zoom session last week, Gordon 
Primary School are looking for Ambassadors for our Rights 
Respecting School Award.  
 
An Ambassador is an official representative of their class 
and school, who will speak about highly influential decisions 
that have a deep impact upon their school and their fellow 
pupils.  As leaders, they will be at the forefront of presenting 
core values, issues and factors affecting the lives of their 
fellow students and will have and encourage strong pupil 
voice within the school. As a pupil Ambassador, you will 
work closely with staff at the school and with other fellow 
students across the school of all ages, about decisions that 
affect you, and it is a fabulous opportunity to be a leader 
and be involved in key decision making. 
 
 
Please note, at the core of this work, surrounds Gordon’s 
5Cs: Commitment, Care, Courtesy, Co-operation and 
Consideration. 
 
 
Your task is to complete the application form attached at 
the end of this document (please scroll down)  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/investigating-roman-numerals-up-to-100-6guk8c?step=2&activity=video
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/investigating-roman-numerals-up-to-100-6guk8c?step=2&activity=video
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/investigating-roman-numerals-up-to-100-6guk8c?step=2&activity=video


- Is there anything that the front cover 
reminds you of and why?  

 
Task 2  
Using the ideas that you have brainstormed 
please write a prediction of what you think the 
story will be about.  
 
Task 3  
Does this front cover give any evidence to 
anything historically? Can you explain giving 
reasons.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pre-application thinking 
Think carefully about the qualities of a leader.  
 
Draw a spider diagram first and brain storm the qualities of 
a Leader (Ambassador) for example: confident speaker, 
keen to work in a team, good listener,  keen to learn from 
others etc… 
 
For the task:  
Then think about yourself. Can you circle any that you think 
describe you?  
 

1. What are your beliefs about the rights and 
responsibilities of our school? 

2. What are your qualities? Can you give any specific 
examples?  

3. Why should you be chosen?  
 
Remember, you want your application to stand out from 
the rest, so think about what you should include, make it 
personal to you and ensure that it is well written.  
 
 
Check out these examples to guide your thinking, but make 
it personal to you.  
 
“As an Ambassador, I will certainly listen carefully to 
instructions given to me by adults around the school as 
well as any concerns children may have. Whether they 
are anxious, sad or for any other reason, I will be sure to 
help them.” 
 
 
“I would love to help out around the school and have 
younger children looking up to me and thinking of me as 
a role model and a great helper.”  
 
 



I would like to be considered for the Primary Ambassador 
job because this school has shown me a lot of kindness 
over the year. I therefore want to give back to the school 
and the children in the school the same kindness they 
have given me. In my opinion, helping others makes you 
happy and the person you are helping happy.”  
 
 
Good luck, and make sure you email your submission to 
your teacher by Friday 22nd January.  
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Last week’s history research will have provided 
you with background knowledge of the causes of 
World War 2 and why Hitler and his Nazi party 
wanted to occupy so many countries in Europe 
during the 1930s. 
 
Task 1: Warm up  
Please refer to Appendix 1 of this document and 
familiarise yourself with the map and the key 
areas: 
- Poland 
- Germany 
- Warsaw 
- Switzerland  
 
Read the key vocabulary that follows as these 
words will provide you with the surrounding 
knowledge you will need in your first steps of 
understanding the text. You may well have come 
across them in your research task last week but if 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look through the  BBC bitesize to help refresh 
your mind on how to divide which then goes 
onto dividing with remainders as a decimal. 
 
 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfdsy9
q 
 

History  - Adolf Hitler  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-
gcse-hitlers-rise-to-power/zn3r8xs 
 
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/adolf_hitler.php 
 
Use the above links, Appendix 5 reading, as well as other 
information you have researched.  
 
Answer the following questions: 
 
Why did Hitler become such a powerful dictator? 
 
What caused his hatred towards the Jews? 
 
Provide your own opinion of his effect in WW2.  
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfdsy9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfdsy9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-gcse-hitlers-rise-to-power/zn3r8xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks3-gcse-hitlers-rise-to-power/zn3r8xs
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/adolf_hitler.php


you are unfamiliar, take a moment to look up 
these words. 
 
Task 2: Reading  
Please refer to the extract in Appendix 2 of this 
document.  
Read this extract carefully, in spite of the fact 
that it is a short piece.  
 
 
 

1. Write a short summary of what you have 
read. You may wish to refer to known 
facts about the war, in relation to your 
response. (Please note, our text is based 
on true life event)  

 
2. Did the Nazis take Joseph away to prison 

before or after the invasion of Poland? 
How do you know?  
 

3. Why do you think Joseph turned the 
picture of Hitler’s face to the wall?  

 
 

4. What evidence is there on the following 
points: 

                   Suffering 
                   Control over Poles (Polish citizens) 
                   Rebellion  
 

Use the PEE strategy (Point, Evidence,     
Explanation)  Remember that the explanation 
should give detail about how your quote supports 
the point 
 

5. Give your first impressions of the text 
(be as open as you wish, as a text will 

 
 
Now complete the activity attached at 
Appendix 3 under Tuesday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



have a different impact on every 
individual that reads it and that is such a 
positive) 
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Please refer to the extract in Appendix 2 of this 
document. Beginning: “When the Nazis came…” 
to “…bundled him off to Zakyna.”  
 
Read this section of the text carefully.  
 
We would like you to visualize this section.  
 

1. Draw the settings and the action that is 
going on 

 
2. With family members, dramatize the 

classroom scene and the home scene 
 

3. Construct a table as follows and write an 
emotion and a quote “in that moment” 
from the perspectives of each of the 
characters.  

 
 

Character  Emotion Quote  

Joseph   

School 
children 

  

Nazi spy   

Storm Troops    

Margrit   

Joseph’s 
Children  

  

 

 
Watch the video take notes and do the activities 
provided on the video.  
 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons
/rounding-decimals-part-1-crvk6c 
 
 
 
Now complete the activity attached at 
Appendix 3 under Wednesday. 
 
 

 
Mental Health and Well-being  
 
Think about the term “wellbeing”, what does it mean to 
you? People use this word to mean “being happy, 
comfortable and healthy”.  
 
Make a list of all the things in your life that help you feel 
happy, comfortable and healthy.  
 
 
Circles of Control link  
How to manage your worries | Circles of Control | British 
Red Cross - YouTube 
 
 
Carry out the activity in this video.  
 
 
It is important to remember that you cannot solve 
everything. You can always do something to feel better and 
to help others feel better. Think about all the things you can 
do. Create a poster with the words “I can” in the middle. 
Around the outside, write down all the things you can do to 
help yourself and others. Think about the actions you can 
do, like listening to a friend who is sad or doing a breathing 
exercise to feel calmer. Start to think about the people who 
can help you too. How can you ask for help? What self-care 
techniques can you use, for example rest and mindfulness 
activities, spending time with family or carrying out a 
hobby.  
 
Take a worry from your inner circle from the Circles of 
control activity and think about key actions you can do to 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/rounding-decimals-part-1-crvk6c
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/rounding-decimals-part-1-crvk6c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mw6M-0_Q7I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mw6M-0_Q7I


start to improve your mental health and well-being. How 
can focusing on what you can do to help yourself, help your 
wellbeing? What will you do differently in the future now?  
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Your background knowledge of how the Nazis 
came to power should help you with this task.  
 
Please refer to the extract in Appendix 2  of this 
document. 
 
Please think specifically about Joseph and 
empathising with him.  
 
Dramatize the school scene leading in to the 
night scene. You must take on the role of Joseph 
in your acting here.  
 
Create a spider diagram and brainstorm: 
- What thoughts and feelings are going on in 

your mind 
- Why I turned the picture over  
 
 
Imagine you are Joseph being dragged out of your 
house being taken away by the Nazis.  
 
Write a thought bubble of what is going on in 
your mind. (Fear, anger, anxiety, panic) 
 

Watch the video take notes and do the activities 
provided on the video.  
 
 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons
/multiply-a-decimal-number-by-a-whole-
number-6mwpcd?step=2&activity=video 
 
 
 
 
Now complete the activity attached at 
Appendix 3 under Thursday. 
 
 

Introduction to Sikhism 
 
A Guru is a teacher who teaches people about God and how 
to live their lives. Sikhs honour the Ten Gurus: men who 
lived in the Punjab region of India. The first was Guru 
Nanak.  
 
Draw a body outline.  
 
In the inside: Write the qualities of a teacher  
 
On the outside: Think on a personal level. What qualities 
would you like from a teacher? Write these on the outside  
Questions  
Do teachers (Gurus) face challenges? Can you explain.  
Talk to a family member about the qualities they would 
like would like in a teacher. Can you compare yours to 
theirs? 
Write a short paragraph about why these qualities in a 
teacher are important to you?  
Who is your “Guru”?  
 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/multiply-a-decimal-number-by-a-whole-number-6mwpcd?step=2&activity=video
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/multiply-a-decimal-number-by-a-whole-number-6mwpcd?step=2&activity=video
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/multiply-a-decimal-number-by-a-whole-number-6mwpcd?step=2&activity=video


Refer to:  
- Your family  
- Where are they taking you 
- What will happen to you next 
- Will things get worse/how will you cope  
- Etc… 
 
As always, and as we always discuss, remember 
your writing must have an impact on your 
reader.  
So how do you want your reader to feel when 
they read it.  
 
Remember I must be able to feel your fear, panic 
and anxiety through your choice of words and 
vocabulary.  
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Free-write Creative Writing  
 

 
 
Scroll down to Appendix 6 for the image.  
Use the image to write a creative piece. You may 
use the opener if you wish.  
 
Plan your sentences carefully 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Use everything you have learn over the week to 
do the activities under Appendix 3 under the 
heading of Friday 
 

  
 
 
Science  - Shadow size experiment  
 

1. Look at this cartoon, also in Appendix 7. Who do 
you think is right?  

 
Based on your Science learning so far, can you provide 
some explanations to the children in these cartoons, if you 
think they are wrong.  
 
Please use the below link video to help.  
 
https://teachers.thenational.academy/lessons/how-are-
shadows-formed-6wt66d 
 



Ensure that you have a good hook/opener 
Use lots of description and varying sentences  
Try to challenge yourself to use advanced 
punctuation  
 

 
 
 

2. Make a list of transparent, translucent and opaque 
objects.  

Why is it important that these objects have these 
properties? (What makes them fit for purpose?)  
 
For example: A window is transparent so that we can see 
through it.  
 
 

3. If you are able to carry out the below experiment, 
please do. Please scroll down to Appendix 8 for the 
sheets.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1A -  Title page of The Silver Sword   

  



Appendix 1  - Map of Europe and key vocabulary  

 

 
 



 

Concentration camp – a prison where people who were hated by the Nazis  were 
taken to and  concentrated under brutal conditions  
 
Holocaust  - destruction and loss of life for Jewish and other groups of people who 
suffered hatred under Hitler’s regime  
 
Nazis – a racist and political group of people led by Adolf Hitler  
Lebensraum – living space that Hitler wanted to create for German people  
Fuhrer – a leader  
Invaded and annexed – claimed as German land  
Storm Troopers – brown shirted guards working for the Nazi party  
Anti –Semitism – prejudice towards people of Jewish origin  
Appeasement – giving in to the demands of another country to avoid war by 
negotiation and agreement towards peace  
Scapegoat – person blamed for the wrong doing or mistakes of others  
 
Ration – to allow each person to have a fixed amount  
Treaty of Versailles  - peace treaty that held Germany responsible for starting  WW1 
and imposed Germany to sign up to rules following the war  



 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 – Extract   Appendix 2 – Extract 

 

Guidance for Drama  

When you are acting out the scenes 

consider the actors you will need to have: 

School scene:  

- Joseph (teaching) 

- School Children (learning) 

- Nazi spy (observing the lesson) 

Night scene: 

- Joseph, Margrit and 3 children sleeping 

- Nazi Storm troops enter the house and 

take Joseph away  

Consider how they entered: eg: an open 

window 

Their behaviour during bundling him off  - 

did they make noise? 

The family  - did they know what was going 

on or did they realise when they woke up? 
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Appendix 9  - Application Form  

 

Gordon Primary School  

 

Rights Respecting School Ambassador Application 

 

Name:___________________________ 

Class:____________________________ 

Date:____________________________ 

 

I would like to become a Rights Respecting School ambassador and promote the school values because: 

 


