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 Summer 1 Summer 2 

TOPIC The Lost Thing   

KEY TEXTS 

The Lost Thing by Shaun Tan 
The Arrival by Shaun Tan 

Flotsam by David Wiesner 
Phileas’s Fortune by Agnes de Lestrade  

ENGLISH 
 

Convention on the Rights of 
the Child (CRC) 

Articles 
8, 12, 13, 14, 17, 28, 29 

 
Philosophical thinking 
While studying the above key texts, the children will participate in philosophical discussion linked to the following key questions:  

• What does it mean to belong? 

• Do we have to fit in to belong? 

• What does it mean to notice things? 

• Anonymity in society? 

• What is the cost of conformity? 

• Where does responsibility start and end? 

• Do we have a duty to help? 

• Do we have a duty to help? 

• Why don’t all people help/care? 

• How much difference can one person male? 

• What does it mean to be lost? 

• Are our differences actually what make us different/similar? 
 
Year 5 will be exploring the story The Lost Thing by Shaun Tan. Inspired by the strange and imaginative creatures in the story, children will 
design and build their own “lost things” using junk modelling. They will also create a museum-style plaque to explain their creation, and 
families will be invited to visit our Museum of Lost Things to see the children’s work. The class will then write a short rant about noticing 
unusual or overlooked things in everyday life, just like the character in the story. Finally, the pupils will create and illustrate their own picture 
books, which they will publish and proudly sign for visitors at a special Year 5 book fair. 
 

 

 

MATHS 
CRC Articles  

12, 13, 14, 17, 28, 29 

 
Geometry 

 
During the Summer term, the children will be identifying 3-D 
shapes, including cubes and cuboids, and use nets to make visual 
representations. They will know that angles are measured in 
degrees, and compare acute, obtuse and right angles. The 

 
Decimals  

 
This term, the children will add decimals within one whole. They will use 
hundred squares, place value counters and place value charts to support 
adding decimals and understand what happens when we exchange 
between columns. The children will build on their understanding that 
0.45 is 45 hundredths.  
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children will use angle sum facts and other properties to make 
deductions about missing angles. 

 
Statistics 

 
The children will complete, read and interpret information in 
tables, including timetables. They will solve comparison, sum and 
difference problems using information presented in line graphs. 

 

 
Position and direction 

 
The children will identify, describe and represent the position of a shape 
following a reflection or translation, using the appropriate language, and 
know that the shape has not changed. 

SCIENCE 
CRC Articles  

12, 13, 14, 17, 28, 29 

 
Living Things and their Habitats 
 
The children will learn about the characteristics of living things, 
as well as plants, and how they grow. They will develop their 
understanding of life cycles and describe the differences in the 
life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird. The 
children will then take a closer look at what habitats are and 
explore what makes a good habitat. 
 
Throughout this topic, the children will be using their artistic skills 
to create botanical illustrations that will demonstrate the 
different parts of a flower, and will use this to reproduce their 
own plant, documenting the journey as it grows. They will also 
document and display the different life cycles they have 
compared and analysed. 

 

 
Animals Including Humans  
 
Throughout this topic, the children will be describing the changes 
humans experience as they develop through to old age. They will 
understand what a gestation period is, and how this differs in different 
mammals, including humans. The children will explore the key stages of 
human foetal development, creating scientific diagrams to demonstrate 
the different periods. They will explore the key physical changes of the 
human body, from a baby to old age, focusing on; physical and 
emotional changes of boys and girls through puberty. 

COMPUTING  

CRC Articles  
12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 28, 29, 31 

 
Coding 
 
The children will learn about the importance of simplifying code, 
as well as how tags, functions and different variable types can be 
used within a program. All children will use Purple Mash to 
program a computer simulation using 2Code. They will 
understand what decomposition and abstraction are in Computer 
Science and will look at what the different datatypes are and how 

 
Using External Devices 

 
The children will understand how a device can be programmed to be 
used as a game controller. They will explore the functions available for 
the Purple Chip on Purple Mash and appraise their uses.  Finally, they 
will create a simple quiz program that can be answered using an external 
device.  
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they are used when coding with variables. To end the unit the 
children will read codes, predict outcomes and identify and fix 
bugs. 
 

HISTORY 
CRC Articles  

8, 12, 13, 14, 17, 28, 29 

 
 

 
The timeline of Benin 
 
At the beginning of this topic, the children will experience traditional 
Benin food, listen to music and research modern and ancient Benin. 
Further to this, and to develop their knowledge and understanding, the 
children will build a table top timeline of the Benin civilisation using a 
series of research challenges to gather information. Additionally, the 
children will gather information about the Benin Empire and learn about 
the warrior kings. As well as this, they will create drawings of Benin City 
using descriptions from 17th-century traders. Finally, they will find out 
about the British role in the end of the Benin Empire. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
CRC Articles  

12, 13, 14, 17, 28, 29 

 
Rainforests 
 
The children will be exploring all aspects of rainforests, in detail. 
They will focus on the biodiversity, different species of plants and 
animals that live there. As well as this, they will learn about the 
two types of rainforests: tropical rainforests and temperate 
rainforests.  Further on in the topic, they will compare the 
different climates in South America. In particular, the impact of 
humans and deforestation on the climate. 
 

 
 

ART 
CRC Articles  

8, 12,13, 14, 17, 28, 29, 31 

 
African Patterns and Textiles 
 
In this unit, the pupils will explore African art through pattern and 
textile work. They will begin by studying traditional African 
patterns, learning about repetition, bold colours, and symbolism, 
before designing their own repeating pattern tiles. Pupils will 

 
 



Gordon Primary School Curriculum Map – Year 5, Summer 2026 
 

 Summer 1 Summer 2 

TOPIC The Lost Thing   
then experiment with paper tie-dye techniques to understand 
colour mixing and texture, before creating their own fabric tie-
dye piece using a range of folding methods. Once dry, they 
enhance their work by adding patterned designs and symbolic 
details. The final outcome is a completed textile piece, such as a 
wall hanging or fabric collage, showcasing their understanding of 
pattern, creativity, and cultural inspiration. 
 

DT  

CRC Articles  
12, 13, 14, 28, 29, 31 

  
Textiles 
 
During this term, the children will design a stuffed toy, considering the 

main component shapes of their toy. They will then create detailed, 
annotated drawings from different perspectives and produce systematic 
plans, lists of tools equipment, fabrics and components needed to sew, 
embroider and embellish their product.  
 

MUSIC 
CRC Articles  

12, 13, 14, 1, 28, 29, 31 

 
This term, the Year 5 children will continue to learn how to sing and play the recorders. They will explore different genres of music and will 
be able to say what genre a particular song is. They will keep building their music theory knowledge and terminology such as stave, treble 
clef, time signature. They will continue to learn and practise rhythmic patterns.  This term they will also compose a piece of music using 
percussion instruments such as metallophones, glockenspiels, xylophones, untuned instruments, keyboard and ukuleles, based on a book 
they have read. They will perform the class composition to the other Year 5 class.  The children will also continue to develop their 
understanding of music history and widening the range of their cultural capital. 
 

PE 
CRC Articles  

12, 13, 14, 28, 29, 31 

 
Outdoor PE - Tennis 

-Co-ordination 
-Ready position 
-Ball Control 
-Forehand and Backhand 

 
Indoor PE- Badminton 

-Co-ordination 
-Ready position 

 
Outdoor PE - Sports Day Activities 

-Hot Potato 
-Rob the nest 
-Speed Bounce 
-Relay Race 
-Track Race 

 
Indoor PE – Gymnastics 

- Gymnastics techniques 
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-Ball Control 
-Forehand and Backhand 

 

- Sequence of movements 
- Teamwork 
- Performance and evaluating 

 

RE 
CRC Articles  

2, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 30,  

 
Can religions help build a fair world? 
 
In this topic, the children explain how selected features of 
religious life and practice such as respect and charity make a 
difference to the lives of individuals and communities. 

 

 
Why are sources of wisdom important to people? 
 
The children will be looking at sources of wisdom of different religions 
and making comparisons to their own beliefs. 
 

PSHE 
CRC Articles  

2,3,4,5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 28, 29, 31 

Relationships 
 
This term, the children will develop their knowledge, 
understanding and skills in three key aspects of self-awareness, 
managing feelings and empathy. The children will then move on 
to understand how their bodies change from a child into an adult. 
The different changes that they will learn about include physical, 
emotional, and social. 

 

 
Changing Me 
 
The children will be looking at their own self-image and how their body 
image fits into that. They will also learn how to develop their own self 
esteem. They will look at the importance of positive self-esteem and 
what they can do to develop it. The children will express how they feel 
about their self-image and know how to challenge negative ‘body-talk. 
They will also identify what they look forward to and what worries 
them about the transition to secondary school or moving to their next 
class. The children will learn how to prepare themselves emotionally 
for the changes next year. 
 
The children will also be looking at how our bodies physically change 
when we go through puberty. They will understand the physical and 
emotional changes of both the male and female during this time.  

 
 

SPANISH 
CRC Articles  

2, 3, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14, 16, 
23, 28, 30, 31, 39, 42 

 
Summer 1- Habitats+ Song competition 
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By the end of this unit, the pupils will have the knowledge and skills to present both orally and in written form about various plants and 
animals that live in five very different habitats. This is one of the first units to encourage slightly more complex and sophisticated writing, 
using a wider range of vocabulary. 

Safeguarding 
CRC Articles  

2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8, 12, 17, 28, 
29, 31 

 
Using the book The Lost Thing, the children will develop their understanding of identity and how you build up your own personal, unique 
identity, throughout your life.   
 
The children will develop their understanding further of what it is to have a different perspective or outlook on something, learning that the 
way that one person perceives something may not actually be how another sees the same event. 
 
They will develop their understanding of what constitutes bullying – they will consider the way in which they articulate themselves and 
interact with others to ensure that they are conveying themselves as the best possible version of themselves.  They will consider what they 
need to do if they see someone being bullied. 
 

 

 


