Gordon Primary School Curriculum Map — Year 6, Spring Term 2026

Spring 1 Spring 2
TOPIC Wings of Change
Skellig by David Almond
William Blake- Poetry
KEY TEXTS My Name Is Mina by David Almond
The Amber Spy Glass by Phillip Pullman
A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness
Philosophical thinking
The children will explore the text in depth, understanding and discussing change, growth and transformation.
e Who and what is Skellig?
e How do we cope in times of hardship?
e What makes someone human?
e How do we deal with change?
e Are dreams real? Why do we dream?
e Do we have a moral obligation to beings we don’t understand?
e How do we know when we have enough trust in someone?
ENGLISH e What is faith? How do we keep faith? How do we keep going at times of hardship?
Convention on the e Why do we fear death?
Rights of the Child e Why do we need to know everything?
(CRC)Articles

2,3,512,13,17, 28

e How does love present itself in different situations? Do we all feel love in the same way?
e Do adults always know what’s best?

e s it sometimes ok to keep secrets?

e How much responsibility do we have for other’s suffering?

e Do miracles exist or there they simply things we don’t understand?

e Does healing always require help from others or can it come from within?

They will begin their writing journey by composing a monologue, capturing Michael’s conflicted thoughts and emotions as he deals with his
sister’s poor health. Following on, the children will write a non-fiction explanation text about birds, drawing on scientific knowledge and the
symbolism of wings and flight in the story. Inspired by the contrasting learning experiences of Michael at school and Mina at home, the children
will craft a persuasive speech debating the merits of home learning versus school learning. Finally, the children will demonstrate their
understanding of narrative structure and character development by writing a detailed narrative based on what they have read.
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Fractions, decimals and percentages Algebra

The children will develop their ability to recognise and convert | The children will use symbols and letters to represent unknown values
between fractions, decimals and percentages. They will appreciate | in mathematical situations. Further to this, the children will express
equivalence between fractions and the importance of simplifying and | missing number problems using letters within algebra and using simple
giving fractions in their simplest form. As well as this, the children | formula that is written in words, to calculate missing values.
will find fractions of numbers and amounts and use their knowledge | Additionally, the children will use their knowledge to find all the
of equivalence to compare and order fractions. Further to this, the | possibilities to a given situation, using algebra, where appropriate. The
children will build upon their knowledge of long multiplication to | children will also find pairs of numbers that satisfy number sentences
successfully multiply decimal numbers. using algebra to support them.

MATHS Ratio and proportion Coordinates

CRC Articles

2,3,12, 13,14, 17, 28, . . . . . . . . - . . .

e The children will build upon their knowledge that they developed in | The children will predict missing coordinates using known properties of
Year 5 to use the appropriate language associated with both ratio and | shapes. At times, these unknown values may be expressed using
proportion. They will also use multiplication and division facts to find | algebraic terms where the children may need to calculate a missing
missing values according to given quantity sizes. Further to this, they | vertex.
will solve problems involving unequal sharing using their knowledge
of fractions and multiples. Statistics

Order of operations Building upon prior knowledge, the children will both interpret and
construct pie charts and lines graphs to solve context-based problems.
The children will use their knowledge of the order of operations, | Further to this, the children will calculate various averages of data
including the use of brackets and indices, to carry out calculations | including the mean, mode, median and range. In Science they will also
involving the four operations. be creating their own graphs to satisfy two variables.
Animals Including Humans Living things and their habitats

SCIENCE . . o . . N - .

CRC Articles Building on knowledge that the children acquired in Year 3 and 4 the | The children will explore living things and their habitats, learning how

2,36 12, 13,14, 17, 18,
24, 27, 28, 29, 31, 32, 33

children will explore and understand how the circulatory system
works. They will be able to identify and name the parts of the
circulatory system and describe the functions of the heart, blood
vessels and blood.

scientists classify them based on observable characteristics. They will
investigate micro-organisms, plants, and animals, understanding why
they are grouped in different ways. Additionally, the children will engage
in scientific enquiry by observing, comparing, and conducting
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investigations to classify living organisms, fostering critical thinking and
Over the course of the topic, the children will recognise the impact of | understanding of scientific methods.
diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way their bodies function
appreciating the negative effects substances can have. Further to
this the children will describe the ways in which nutrients and water
are transported within humans.
Blogging
This unit of work uses the Purple Mash tool 2Blog and is designed to Text Adventures
help the children learn the basic principles of creating and
COMPUTING maintaining a blog in a controlled and safe environment. Using 2Blog, | The children will describe what a text adventure is and map out a story-
CRC Articles this unit will give the children a basic understanding of how to plan, | based text adventure. They will use the full functionality of 2Create a

2,3,4,7,8 10, 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 28, 29,
31, 34, 35, 36, 40

create and present their own blog.

A blog can be:

¢ a diary where life events are documented.

¢ a place to share information about interests and hobbies.
* a place to share knowledge on specific subjects.

Story Adventure mode to create, test and debug using their plan. They
can split their adventure game design into appropriate sections to
facilitate creating it, code it and debug more complex code involving a
combination of functions, variables and a loop.

HISTORY

CRC Articles
2,3,4,6,78 9, 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 23, 24,
26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 36,

British and Local History: Britain and
World War ll

This unit of work will teach the children all about World War II. They
will learn when and why World War Il began and find out about the
key individuals and countries involved. In addition to this, they will

37,38 learn important facts about the Blitz, the Holocaust and investigate
events that were key turning points in the war.
GEOGRAPHY
CRC Articles Physical Geography - Mountains and Volcanoes (Italy)

Insert Numbers
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Wings of Change

The children will develop an understanding of how mountains and new
land are formed — they will study the creation of archipelagos and
understand how the world has changed over time to become what it is
today (as well as appreciating how we know this — through the
distribution of soils and minerals etc). Furthermore, the children will
appreciate different volcano types and the effects that they have upon
cities, exploring why it is that people still choose to live near volcanoes
despite their devastating impacts. They will also consider what the
world may look like in the future, based upon an ever-changing world.

ART
CRC Articles
2,3,4,8 12,13, 14, 17,
28, 29, 31

Sculpture — Visual Art

The children will explore how emotions are portrayed through 3D
sculptures. They will link this back to emotions around the character
Skellig from our key text. The children will be looking at artists including
Chris Maynard, Elizabeth Butterworth and lan Davie, who use feathers
as a key component of their artwork, to recreate their own version using
Skellig as our inspiration.

DT
CRC Articles
8,12, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30

The children will have the chance to explore different cuisines from
around the world. They will research, plan and prepare and cook a
dish with a focus on China. Then they will apply their knowledge of
ingredients and their technical skills as well as health and safety
around cooking sessions. Additionally, the children will have a chance
to choose and experience a range of ingredients. The dishes will then
be presented in takeaway container, as though to Skellig in our key

text.

Food (celebrating culture and seasonality)

Chicken chop suey ‘27 and 53'

MUSIC

CRC Articles

Gaining Confidence Through Performance

Exploring Notation Further
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28, 29 How Does Music Improve Our World? How Does Music Teach Us About Our Community?
Indoor PE — Dance
. . . o Indoor PE - Circuit trainin
The children will learn to understand that ideas initiated by a story 8
can be translated into movement and how to perform them with . . . . .
. . . The children will be carrying out routines to understand how important
expression and clarity of shape. The children must be able to | ., . .
. . i it is to warm up and cool down. They will learn about the effects that
demonstrate simple motifs and movement patterns. All children ) .
. . exercise has on the body and complete a set of exercises to the best of
must be able to work with a partner to structure a dance using . . o . e .
. L “ ” . s their ability, tailoring their training to challenge themselves and increase
unison, mirroring and “follow my leader” techniques. Additionally, . .
. . . the work rate on their bodies.
they will learn to understand how dance communicates moods, ideas
PE and feelin
8. .
CRC Articles Outdoor PE — Cricket

2,3,4,6,12, 13, 14, 23,
24, 28, 29, 31

Outdoor PE — Basketball

This half term, the children will be consolidating and developing skills
they have learnt in prior years. This will include experimenting with
dribbling and bouncing the ball, using a range of different techniques
in order to pass the ball to other players on their own team (whilst
being aware of those on the opposing team) and shooting in order to
score points for their team. As well as this, they will look at team
tactics and understand more about marking their opposition in order
to prevent them from receiving the ball.

The children need to be able to develop their throwing and catching
technique in a variety of situations; when the ball is running along the
floor, when the ball is being bounced and when the ball is travelling
above head height. They must be able to perform a forward drive and a
block shot when batting. When bowling, children must be able to hold
the ball correctly and ensure their bowling arm is straight on release.
The children must also understand the use of a ready position in a variety
of situations i.e. when wicket keeping.

RE

CRC Articles
2,3,4,7,8 12,13, 14,
15, 16, 17, 26, 28, 29, 30,
31, 36

What does it mean to be a Sikh?

The children will focus upon the Gurdwara, find out why the Gurdawara, is more than simply a place of worship, in the Sikh community. They
will learn that it is also a place where the Sikh community meets, eats and learns together. The students will also explore all the distinctive

features of the Gurdwara.

To appreciate why it is so special, the children will look at features and symbols which reflect the values of harmony, respect and equality. They
will explore and find out about Guru Hargobind and the concepts behind the Sikh story of Diwali.
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The children will reflect upon the difference Sikh beliefs and teachings can make and how we can include three key beliefs in our school
community — treating people equally, serving God and the people in the world and working honestly.
Dreams and Goals Healthy Me
| know my learning strengths and can set challenging but realistic | e | can take responsibility for my health and make choices that benefit
goals for myself (e.g. one in-school goal and one out-of-school my health and well-being
goal) ¢ | am motivated to care for my physical and emotional health
| understand why it is important to stretch the boundariesof my | e | know about different types of drugs and their uses and their effects
current learning on the body particularly the liver and heart
| can work out the learning steps | need to take to reach my goal | e | am motivated to find ways to be happy and cope with life’s situations
and understand how to motivate myself to work on these without using drugs
| can set success criteria so that | will know whether | have | e | understand that some people can be exploited and made to do things
reached my goal that are against the law
PSHE | can identify problems in the world that concern me and talkto | e | can suggest ways that someone who is being exploited can help
CRC Articles

2,3,4,5,7,8 10,12, 13,
16, 17, 28, 29, 36, 37, 38

other people about them

| recognise the emotions | experience when | consider people in
the world who are suffering or living in difficult situations

| can work with other people to help make the world a better
place

| can empathise with people who are suffering or who are living
in difficult situations

| can describe some ways in which | can work with other people
to help make the world a better place

| can identify why | am motivated to do this

| know what some people in my class like or admire about me
and can accept their praise

| can give praise and compliments to other people when |
recognise their contributions and achievements

themselves
¢ | know why some people join gangs and the risks this involves
e | can suggest strategies someone could use to avoid being pressurised
¢ | understand what it means to be emotionally well and can explore
people’s attitudes towards mental health/illness
¢ | know how to help myself feel emotionally healthy and can recognise
when | need help with this
e | can recognise stress and the triggers that cause this and | understand
how stress can cause drug and alcohol misuse.
| can use different strategies to manage stress and pressure

SPANISH

CRC Articles

Healthy eating
KS2/PROGRESSIVE TEACHING/HEALTHY EATING

At the weekend
KS2/INTERMEDIATE TEACHING/AT THE WEEKEND
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2,3,7,8 10, 12, 13, 14, In this unit, the children will learn ten phrases for activities they may
16,23, 28,30, 31, 39,92 1 |\ this unit, the pupils will learn the nouns and determiners for ten | do at the weekend, in Spanish. They will also be presented with further
extension on telling the time and providing opinions with justifications.
The pupils will have the knowledge and skills to talk about what they
do at the weekend, enabling them to create more detailed and
personalised responses by the end of the unit.

‘healthy’ and ten ‘less healthy’ foods, along with the 1°' person
singular conjugation of the high frequency verbs ‘to eat’ and ‘to
drink’. By the end of this unit, the children will be able to say what
they eat and do not eat and drink and do not drink, to stay
healthy. They will also learn the language for a variety of physical
activities and will be presented with a healthy recipe. All pupils will
be able to create more detailed and personalised responses by the
end of this unit.

Across various areas of the Curriculum, the children will develop their understanding of how to keep their minds and bodies healthy,
understanding how to deal with challenges and difficulties, while remaining positive. The children will continue to talk about their feelings in a
range of different situations and discuss how they can manage their emotions and channel them in specific ways. As well as this, the children
Safeguarding will develop their understanding and awareness of internet and online safety, ensuring that they know what behaviour is acceptable and who

CRC Articles and when to report behaviour when they deem it to be unacceptable.
1,2,3,6,7,809,10,12,
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 23,

24, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34 The children will engage in lots of discussions, where sometimes the content may become sensitive or they may feel that talking about this

publicly is daunting: the children will be made to feel as safe and confident as possible during these conversations, and that they can approach
an adult whenever possible if they feel a whole class discussion does not accommodate their needs. Topical issues raised from the playground,
as well as those raised from the children reading books, watching television and accessing information online, will be discussed as appropriate.




